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| Nationality Campaign in Geneva, October, 1932 
Conference with Sir P. D. Pattani, head of the Indian delegation to the Assembly (in center), and members of 
his Staff. Representing the Women’s Consultative Committee (front row from left to right) : Margaret E. Cousins 
(India), Secretary of the All-Indian Conference of Women; Mrs. Pethick Lawrence (England), Mrs. K. Bose 
(India). Standing: Betty Archdale (England), Phyliss Lovell (England). 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power te enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


Senate Joint Resolution Number 52 
House Joint Resolution Number 65 


Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 
by Sunator Guratp P, Nyrs, North Dakota. 


Introduced in the House January 11, 1932, 
by Louis LupDLow, 
Indiana. 


National Woman’s Party 


Equal Rights 


A Signal Victory 


HE Christmas season brings to the women of the United States a gift 
for which they have long been waiting. Ever since the merit system was 
established in the Federal Government, some fifty years ago, the “double 


register” system, whereby the names of men and women eligibles were kept 


in separate lists, has been followed. Now it is proposed by the Civil Service 
Commission to substitute a single register containing the names of both men 
and women who have qualified for particular positions. 


This represents a tremendous victory for women in their aight fi for einal 


opportunities and the credit must largely be given to Jessie Dell, member of 
the Woman’s Party, and only woman member of the Civil Service. Commission. 


Ever since her appointment, severa] years ago, as Civil Service Commissioner, — 


Miss Dell has worked untiringly for the elimination of Rule 7 ae 1-A) 
of the Civil Service Regulations, which reads: 


i “Certification shall be made without regard: 6 to sex unless sex is specified | 


in the request.” 


Until very recently she was alone on the Coandinion: in her demand for 


the removal of Rule 7, but now Governor Thomas E. Campbell, president of 
the Commission, has joined with her, leaving George R. Wales, the third 
member of the Commission, as the only opponent of the single register. 


The change must be approved by the President, the Commission believes, 


and President Hoover is to be asked in the near future Buthorise 
it by an executive order. 


‘When finally adopted the ineediahe will be for the Cciaislaahda to certify 


: to the departments the three highest eligibles, as at present. They might all 


be men or all be women, according to their ratings. The department could 


_ select any one of the three for appointment, as at present. 


The departments can now return the first list of certifications and call 
for a second list of three, but under the new plan it is contemplated that 
the departments will have to establish that their objections are reasonable, 


and if it appears that the objections are founded on sex, they will not be 
upheld by the Commission. | 


This, it is forecast, will eliminate the “ruthless disregard of women” that 


os 


- Repeal Before 


\. UR readers will be delighted to learn that the fund of $250, for which 
we appealed some weeks ago to aid in financing the campaign against 


the Married Persons’ Clause in the Economy Act, has been raised in 


its entirety. 
In response to a letter from our national Avance chairman, Florence 
Bayard Hilles, women from all over the country have sent in contributions, 


- large and small, so that now the essential campaign fund is in hand. The 


response was most unusual, and indicates a widespread and vital interest in 
the repeal of this objectionable legislation. 

The women who contributed to this fund may be vind upon . to aid, in the 
various States, by presenting the case against the Married Persons’ Clause 
to their members of Congress, who will vote upon the matter, It is most 


important that women in every State in the Union should bring all possible 


pressure to bear upon their Congressmen to enlist their efforts in the repeal. 

Immediate action is essential. Congress convened last Monday, and the 
short session is the short session. Not a moment should be wasted. If every 
reader of Equa Ricuts, immediately upon perusing this appeal, would com- 
municate with her Congressmen by wire or letter, stating briefly her objections 
to the Married Persons’ Clause, the battle would be won. Since, however, it 
may be assumed that belief does not always take the form of action, those who 
feel deeply in this matter must do the work of those who fail to realize that 
faith without works is dead. 


In addition to writing to your Congressmen yourself, call up your friends, 


and if they feel with you get them to write to their Congressmen also, iia 


them to work for the repeal of the Married Persons’ Clause. 

Christmas is coming, we know, and there is shopping to do, and little time 
to write letters, but there is no better Christmas present you could give to the 
men, women and children of the United States than the repeal of the Married 
Persons’ Clause in the Economy Act. Let’s have it for our slogan: Repeal 


- the Married Persons’ Clause Before Christmas! 


Mrs. Hilles has given us a splendid gift in assembling the campaign fund 
against the Married Persons’ Clause. Now, let us reciprocate! 


in 


354 
| 

fm) 
Ruby A. Black . . #«. ##+$=Managing Editor 
Dora G. Ogle ° Business Manager 
: 
] 
| 


December 10, 1932 


‘The Equal Nationality Campaig 


ILLIAN VON MATSCH, chairman 
of the Sub-Committee for Propa- 


ganda of the Women’s Consultative 


Committee on Nationality, created by the 
League of Nations, presents herewith a 
final report of the 1932 campaign: 


The active participation in the work 


with the Assembly by the members of the 
Sub-Committee for Propaganda was most 
encouraging. We had six meetings of the 
Sub-Committee where substantial work 
was accomplished. These were attended 
by the representatives of the International 
Council of Women, the Women’s Inter- 
national League for Peace and Freedom, 
the Inter-American Commission of Wom- 
en, the Equal Rights International, the 


World Union of Women for Peace and 


Concord, and the All-Asian Conference 
of Women, 

We wish to express our thanks to 
the members and alternates of the 
Women’s Consultative Committee who 
gave active work during the Assembly in 
the interviewing of delegates and in other 
ways. Those who helped in this way 
were: Mrs. Percy Bigland (World Union 
of Women) ; Mrs. Margaret Cousins (All- 
Asian Conference); Miss Louise van 
Eeghen (International Council); Mlle. 
Emilie Gourd (International Suffrage 
Alliance); Mrs. Lola Maverick Lloyd 
(Women’s International League); Mlle. 
M. Nobs (World Union of Women) ; Miss 
Alice Paul (Inter-American Commis- 
sion); Madame Maria de Pizano (Inter- 
American Commission of Women); Dr. 
Rosa Welt Straus (All-Asian Confer- 
ence); and Madame Marta Vergara 
(Inter-American Commission). 

We had also the very capable assistance 
of a number of individuals, among whom 
should be mentioned particularly Miss 
Betty Archdale (England); Miss Flor- 
ence Barry (England); Mrs. K. Boze 
(India) ; Mrs. Elinor Buckley (U.S. A.) ; 
Miss Dorothy Detzer (U. S. A.); Mrs. 
Ann Forsythe (U. 8S. A.); Mrs. Betty 
Gram-Swing (U. 8S. A.); Miss Georgia 
Lloyd (U. 8S. A.); Miss Phyllis Lovell 
(England); Madame Grace Nalbandova 
(England) ; Dr. Mila Obradovitch (Yugo- 
Slavia); Mrs. Pethick Lawrence (Eng- 
land) ; Madame Margaret Volinsky (Yugo- 
Slavia). 

The total cost of the campaign to the 
Women’s Consultative Committee was 
267.65 Swiss francs. The other expenses 
of the campaign were borne by the indi- 
vidual societies composing the Women’s 
Consultative Committee. Especial ac- 
knowledgement must be given the Inter- 
American Commission of Women for its 
generosity in paying practically all of the 
expenses of this Assembly campaign. 
These expenses were for salary of stenog- 
rapher, rent of office, mimeographing, 


news releases, photographs, press work, 
telephones, telegrams, cables, postage, 
purchase of documents, messengers, etc. 
We feel particularly grateful for this con- 
tribution as it made extensive propa- 
ganda possible. It is a fact sometimes 


Alice Paul, Chairman of the Committee on 

Interational Relations of the National Woman’s 

Party, U. S. A., and leader of the campaign for 
Equal Nationality Rights in Geneva. 


neglected that in order to get practical 
results for any cause a great deal of con- 
stant propaganda is absolutely necessary, 
and this costs money. 

The Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom placed a room at the 
Maison Internationale at our disposal for 
the duration of the campaign. All of the 
committee meetings were held at the 
Maison Internationale and we wish to ex- 
press our thanks to the Women’s Inter- 
national League for this most generous 
co-operation. 

We wish also to thank Miss van Eeghen 
for her work as liaison officer. Her ex- 
cellent work saved the situation in several 
critical moments. She has been most 
effective. 

There was a noticable increase in the 
recognition of the seriousness of the dis- 
satisfaction of women with The Hague 
Nationality Convention, on the part of 
the delegates to the 1932 Assembly. It 
was clear from the beginning of the As- 
sembly that there was much more active 


interest in the question on the part of the 


Governments than ever before. This in- 
terest seemed to increase during the 
course of the debate, which occupied four 
days of the First Commission and two 
days of the Sub-Committee of the First 
Commission. The debate extra- 


ordinarily interesting and valuable to our 
work. It showed that the delegates had 
at last taken our position seriously and 
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on at Geneva 


had come to regard our point of view with 
respect, 

The Assembly adopted on October 10 
a five-page report from the First Commis- 
sion on the Nationality of Women.’ The 
essential points of this report _~ be sum- 
marized as follows: 


a. Assembly invited Women’s Consulta- 


twe Committee to continue. 
The Assembly thanked “the Commit- 
tee of Representatives of Women’s 
Organizations for its co-operation” and 
expressed the hope that the committee 
would continue its work. i 
b. Assembly recommended to Govern- 
ments to bring their national legis- 
lation on nationality into harmony 
with wishes of women’s organizations. 

The report adopted by the Assembly 
drew “the attention of the States that 
have not yet passed the necessary legis- 
lative measures to give effect to the 
convention to the possibility of enact- 
ing their internal legislative measures 
in a form more appropriate to meet 
the wishes of the women’s organi- 
zations.” | | 

ce. Assembly instructed Secretary Gen- 
eral to keep in touch with national 
legislation with a view to a new na- 
tionality convention. 

Tie report “Instructs the Secretary 
General from time to time to ask the 
Governments to give him information | 
as to the effect which they have found 
it possible to give to the Recommenda- 
tion No. 6 of the Codification Confer- 

ence, and requests the Council, on the 
basis of the information so obtained, 
to follow the development of public 
opinion on this important question, in 
order to determine when such develop- 
ment has reached a point at which 
further concerted international action 
would be justified.” 

d. Assembly recommended to govern- 
ments to ratify The Hague Convention. 

The report contained, unfortunately, 
one recommendation that is a decided 
backward step and that is in direct 
opposition to the wishes of women as 

expressed through the Women’s Con- 
sultative Committee. The report “Ex- 
presses the hope that the States which 
- have already signed The Hague Na- 
tionality Convention will introduce 
such legislation as may be necessary 
to give effect thereto, and will deposit 
their ratifications at an early date.” 


BrieF OUTLINE OF CAMPAIGN: 

a. Suggested resolution presented to 
Assembly by Sub-Committee for Propa- 
ganda. 


The first important decision of the 
(1) This report may be obtained from the 


of Nation for 0,50 Swiss francs. The official num 
of the document is A.61. 1932 V. 
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and the adoption of a 


Committee. (For text 


Sub-Committee for Propaganda was 
to present to the First Commission of 
the Assembly a suggested resolution 
for the consideration of the delegates. 
This suggested reso- 
lution called for the 
revision of The Hague 
Nationality Conven- 
tion so as to remove 
the four articles of 
the convention dis- 
criminating against 
women (Arts. 8-11), 


new nationality con- 
vention founded upon 
the principle of equal- 
ity. This suggested 
resolution was trans- 
mitted to the First 
Commission in a let- 
ter signed by Miss 
van Eeghen as Assist- 
ant Secretary of the 
Women’s Consultative 


of the resolution see 
EquaL Rieuts, Oct. 
15, 1932, p. 291.) : 
Resolution introduced by delegates in 
First Commission of Assembly. — 
Altogether five resolutions on nation- 


ality were introduced in the First 


Commission by various a They 


as follows: 


Chilian-Colombian. proposal. Madame 
Vergara (Chile) and Madame Pizano 
(Colombia) introduced the first reso- 
lution. It was supported by China 
and Turkey. It called for removal 
from The Hague Convention of the 
articles discriminating against women 


and for presentation to governments 


for signature and ratification of a new 
nationality convention establishing 
equality in nationality. The resolu- 
tion also provided for the continuation 
of the Women’s Consultative Com- 
mittee. (For text of the resolution see 
Equa. Rieuts, Oct. 15, 1932, p. 291.) 

Belgian proposal. Mr. Rolin (Bel- 
gium) presented a resolution for the 
removal of the discriminations against 
women from The Hague Convention by 
substituting. the word “person” for the 
word “woman” in articles 8 to 11 of 
the convention. This turned the de- 
bate in a new line. The debate became 
very intense. (For text of the resolu- 
tion see Rieuts, Oct. 22, 1932, 
p. 299.) 


Austrian proposal. Mr. Hoffinger 
(Austria) supported the Rolin resolu- 
tion and suggested an additional rec- 
ommendation designed to make pos- 
sible, in the future, a new convention 
more in harmony with the demands of 
women. His resolution also provided 
for the continuation of the Women’s 


Consultative Committee. (For text of 
the resolution see Equa. Ricuts, Oct. 
22, 1932, p. 300.) 


Canadian proposal. Mr. 


Mr. Enrique Gajardo, from Chile. 


(Canada) sell a resolution urg- 
ing immediate ratification of The 
Hague Convention. This was a terrible 
blow to us. This resolution necessi- 
tated a tremendous amount of inten- 
sive work for aa) of us to try to prevent 


hts’ At’this* time™* the 
co-operation of all women was espe- 
cially splendid. 


French proposal. Mr. Cassin 
(France) presented a resolution pro- 
posing an amendment to the Cahan 

_resolution by introducing a statement 
that The Hague Convention should not 


Conference, in recess of nationality debate, in 
front of League of Nations building. (Left to 
right): M. Henri Rolin, delegate from Belgium; 
Mme. Lillian von Matsch (Washington and 
Vienna) ; M. Rene Cassin, delegate from France. 


Cahan 


Interviewing delegates at League of Nations Assembly. (Left to right): 
Regamey (Switzerland); Mr. Jorge Valdés, chief delegate to the Assembly from Chile; 
Mr. Cemal Husnu, delegate from Turkey; Mme. Marta Vergara, delegate from Chile; ‘ 
Mr. Hoo, delegate from China ; Elinor Buckley, member National Woman’s Party, U. 8. A.; 


Equal Rights 


be interpreted as , discriminating 
against women. 

Subject discussed for three days in 
First Commission of Assembly. 

After the introduc- 
tion of the five reso- 
lutions speeches were 
made upon the sub- 
ject by delegates for 
three days. 

Those who whole. 
heartedly supported 
the women’s demands 
for the removal of the 
sex discriminations 
from The Hague Con- 
vention and for a new 
convention based on 
equality were: Mr. de 
Armenteros (Cuba) ; 
Mr. Gajardo (Chile) ; 
Mr. Garay (Panama) ; 
Cemal Hazim bsg 
(Turkey); 
Hearne 
Mr. Hoffinger (Aus- 
tria); Mr. Hoo 
(China); Madame 
Pizano (Colombia) ; 
Mr. Rolin ( Belgium) ; ; Madame Ver- 
gara (Chile) ; and Mademoiselle Wort- 
man (Poland). 

Mr. Birkeland (Norway) ; Mr. Eden 


Madeleine 


(United Kingdom); Miss Hesselgren 


(Sweden) ; Mr. Kostrentchitch (Yugo- 
slavia) ; Dr..Osborne (Australia); and 
Mr. Pedrosa (Spain) detlared them- 


‘selves as not opposed to the revision 


of The Hague Convention if this were 
the will of the others. 

Mr. Huber (Switzerland) ; Mr, Mar- 
tius (Germany); Mr. Papadkis 
(Greece); Mr. Pattani (India) and 
Mr. Perassi (Italy) raised various 
questions with regard to the Rolin 
proposal. 

The delegates who opposed the 
women’s demands most vigorously 
were Mr. Cahan (Canada) and Mr. 
Limburg (Holland). They urged that 
the Assembly should recommend the 
immediate ratification of The Hague 
Nationality Convention. Mr. Ander- 


son (Denmark) supported this view 


though less emphatically. 
Mr. Cassin (France) spoke on be- 
half of his proposal. 


Subject referred to Sub-Committee of 
First Commission. 

A Sub-Committee was then ap- 
pointed by the First Commission and 
the five proposals before the Commis- 
sion were referred to it. It was com- 
posed of Mr. Anderson (Denmark) ; 
Mr. Cahan (Canada); Mr. Cassin 
(France); Mr. Eden (United King- 
dom); Mr. Escalante (Venezuela) ; 
Mr. Hearne (Ireland); Mr. Hoffinger 
(Austria) ; Mr. Huber (Switzerland) ; 
Miss Hesselgren (Sweden); Mr. Mar- 
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Deputation to Mr. W. M. Hughes, delegate to the 
Assembly from Australia. (Left to right) 
seated: Dr. Ethel Osborne, delegate to the As- 
sembly from Australia; Mr. W. M. Hughes, 
chief delegate from Australia; standing: Ann 
Forsythe (U. 8S. A.); Betty Archdale (Eng- 
land); Betty Gram Swing (England). 


tius (Germany); Mr. Perassi (Italy) ; 
Mr. Rolin (Belgium); Madame Ver- 
gara (Chile). Madame Vergara and 
Miss Hesselgren were the only women 
members. 
The women’s demands were sup- 
ported. in the Sub-Committee by 

. Madame. Vergara,. Mr. Rolin, Mr. 
Hearne and Mr. Hoffinger. A vigorous 
effort was made to secure the adoption 
of the Rolin proposal. This failed be- 
cause of the opposition of Mr. Cahan, 
a unanimous vote being necessary for 
the adoption of a protocol of this na- 
ture. The Sub-Committee finally adopt- 
ed a resolution recommending ratifica- 
tion of The Hague Convention, as pro- 
posed in the Canadian resolution. The 
resolution adopted also contained parts 
of the French, the Austrian and the 
Chilian-Colombian proposals which 
were favorable to our demands. 
Madame Vergara voted in the Sub- 
Committee against the Sub-Committee 
resolution because it recommended 
ratification of The Hague Convention. 
The others who were opposed abstained 
from voting. 


e. Protest by Women’s Consultative Com- 
mittee against report by Sub-Com- 
mittee to First Commission. 

As soon as it was learned that the 
Sub-Committee report to the First 
Commission recommended ratification 
of The Hague Convention a joint pro- 
test was sent to the First Commission 
from seven of the organizations repre- 
sented on the Women’s Consultative 
Committee. 


f. Further debate in First Commission. 
After the Sub-Committee’s report 


was presented to the First Commission 
a further debate took place. A spirited 
defence of the women’s demand was 
made by Madame Vergara (Chile). 
She opposed the Sub-Committee’s rec- 
ommendation of ratification. Mr. 
Anderson (Denmark), Mr. Hearne 
(Ireland), Miss MHesselgren (Swe- 
den). Mr. Huber (Switzerland) and 


Mr. Perassi (Italy) spoke in support 


of the recommendation to ratify the 
convention, 


g. Minority report proposed in First 
Commission. 


it became that the First 


Commission would recommend ratifica- 


tion of The Hague Convention, the 
delegates from Chile, 
Panama and Turkey announced that 
_ they would present a minority report 
to the Assembly. China announced 


(Left to right): Mlle. Irene Wortman, delegate 


to Assembly from Poland, and Madame Maria 
Pizano, delegate from Colombia, conferring out- 


side League of Nations building during debate | 
on nationality of women. Both delegates spoke 


for the women’s measure. 


that it would support this minority 
report. The President of the Commis- 
sion ruled the minority report out of 
order, however. 
h. Vote in First Commission. 
_ When the final yote was taken in the 
First Commission, Chile, Colombia, 
China and Turkey voted against the 
proposed report because it recom- 
mended ratification of The Hague 
Convention. Two countries abstained, 
Poland and Czechoslovakia. | 
i. Vote in Plenary Session of Assembly. 
Between the last meeting of the 
First Commission and the plenary 
meeting of the Assembly we had a 
very big task in working to get as 
many countries as possible to register 
their protest against the First Com- 
mission’s report to the Assembly. The 


Colombia, 


357 


Chilian delegate asked for a roll call 
in the Assembly and nine countries 
registered their protest by abstaining 
from voting. They were: Chile, China, 
Colombia, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Gua- 
temala, Mexico, Poland and Turkey. 
Madame Vergara made the principal 
speech upon the subject in the As- 
sembly. Her speech explained the 
reason for the position of protest 
taken by the various countries that 
opposed the ratification recommenda- 
tion. 


Alp oF MapAME VERGARA AND MADAME 
Pizano Durina CAMPAIGN. 

Madame Vergara and Madame Pizano, 

delegates from Chile and Colombia, de- 


serve our heartfelt thanks for their mag- 
-nificent work in the Assembly. They made 


a valiant effort in our behalf in the First 
Commission and led such a vigorous pro- 
test in the plenary session of the Assem- 
bly that seven other delegations lined up 
with them against the Commission’s rec- 
ommendation of ratification. | 


It was decided by the Sub-Committee 


for Propaganda meeting of October 18 
that Madame Vergara should be asked to 


take charge of a campaign to have the 


question of the nationality of women and 
The Hague Nationality Convention put on 
the agenda of next year’s Assembly. 
Madame Vergara consented to undertake 
this work and stated that she thought 
that her government, Chile, would be will- 
ing to ask to have the subject placed upon 
the agenda. Madame Vergara is now on 
her way home to Chile and will take up 
the matter with her government imme- 
diately upon her arrival in Chile, The 
request of one government all that is 
required to put the subject upon the 


Leaving the League of Nations Assembly (Left 

to right): Mrs. Pethick Lawrence (England) ; 

Phyliss Lovell (England) ; Alice Paul (U.8.A.). 
Note Miss Paul is still smiling. 
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EMBERS of the Government 
Workers’ Council labored under 
no illusions as to the size of the 

task that confronted them when the 
second session of the Seventy-second Con- 
gress opened under the dome of the Capi- 
tol in Washington on December 5th. 

The principle of “one salary in every 
family” and the demand to “discharge 
married women and give their positions 
to unemployed men” have strongly influ- 
enced our law makers. This was evidenced 
in the closing days of the last session by 
the debate and final action on Section 213 
of the Economy Act. The section provides 
that any reduction of the personnel in 
any branch of the Government service 
married persons living with husband or 
wife also employed in the service shall be 
the first to be dismissed, and that in the 
appointment of persons to the classified 
Civil Service, preference shall be given to 
persons other than married persons living 
with husband or wife, such hueband or 
wife being in the service. 

By .some strange quirk of reasoning, 


these same legislators seem to consider — 


that a $5,000 family income, if the salary 
of only one member of the family, is all 
right, since this is untouched by legisla- 
tion. But if the family income is $3,000 
a year and represents two salaries, there 
is a wide demand that half of it be sur- 
rendered at once. In other words, such 
legislation does not represent an emer- 
gency economic necessity, but is ob- 
viously a drive.against married women 
having a right to earn their livelihood at 
paid employment, and this, in turn, is a 
determined drive against all women’s 
right to paid employment and to the eco- 
nomic freedom which is the foundation 
of all freedom. 

The Council therefore faces this session 
with its program clearly outlined. It 
will endeavor to show Congress (1) how 
the Act has already resulted in unfair and 
unjustifiable hardships, (2) that it has 
not operated to promote economy or to 
spread employment, and (3) what effect 
it may be expected to have in the future 
if not repealed. 


ERSONAL interviews will be sought 

with as many members of both Houses 
as it may be practicable to reach to solicit 
their support for the repeal of Section 213. 
Senator Hiram Bingham of Connecticut 
has given assurance that he will make 
every effort to bring up in the Senate 
early in the session his resolution for re- 
peal which was tabled last June and to 
secure its passage. 

Every member of the Council is being 
urged to write a personal letter to her 
Representative and Senators, giving in 
detail her own reasons for asking their 
support for the repeal of Section 213. 


The Battle Is On 


Government Workers’ Council Outlines 


Plan of Campaign to Bring About Repeal | 


of Law Discriminating Against Married 
Persons 


These letters are intended to contain 
specific information as to just how this 
law is operating in the individual cases. 

The Council also plans the establish- 
ment of local branches in the cities 


throughout the country wherever there - 


are large enough groups of Government 
women employees, through which it is 


hoped greatly to strengthen the appeal ; 


that is being made to our law makers. 
Such a branch has already been organized 
in New York City with Kathryn B. With- 
row as chairman and another is in process 
of organization in Baltimore, Md. Women 
Government employees every where are 
urged to join either the National Council 
or one of its local branches. _ 


T= existing law will be attacked on 
the following grounds: 

(1) That it violates a fundamental 
principle of free government, the right of 
every adult citizen to compete with all 
other adult citizens on equal terms for 
paid employment. The exclusion of mar- 
ried persons from the Government service 
is directly contrary to the merit system, 


since it means that appointment or con- 


tinuation in the service would no. longer 
be based on superiority in preparation for 
and performance of work, buteon martial 
relations. Its continuance would mean 
that the Government would select its em- 
ployees not on the basis of their value, 
but of their marital status. Conspicuous 
leaders in every branch of the service, 
legislative, executive, and judicial, would 
be eliminated if the measure were im- 
partially enforced. 

All three members of the Civil Service 
Commission have publicly announced 
their disapproval of the Act. ) 

(2) That it is unfair to undertake to 
correct economic difficulties such as those 
of today by asking any one class of our 
citizens to make a total sacrifice, but that 
the only just means of solving the prob- 
lems is for every one to share alike both 
in the work and the sacrifice. 

(3) That marriage is not a fair basis 
upon which to judge need or the lack of 
it. A single man without dependents and 
with an income other than his salary is 
allowed to retain his position, whereas a 
married man (or woman) with aged 
parents, children, or other dependents 
upon his or her salary for food and shel- 
ter is dismissed. A brother and sister 
living on the same economic basis as hus- 
band and wife are not affected, and there 
are many instances in which two or more 
members of a family are in the Govern- 
ment service. Any number of family rela- 


Equal Rights 


tionships could have been injected into 
the law which would have been just as 
effective economically as a penalty on 
marriage. Married women and single 
women work for the same variety of 
reasons that married men and single men 
work. Most of the married women must 
work to live; many must work to support 
those who are dependent ,upon- them. 
Many have spent years in preparing them- 
selves for professional or other useful — 
work, and in this latter group are women 
of the highest rank, both married and un- 
married. 


. (4) That under the provisions of the 
Act dismissals and furloughs have already 


been made, the results of which are dis- 
astrous in several ways. On August 1, 
approximately fifty employees of the Fed- 
eral Farm Board whose husbands or wives 
were in the Government service were 
placed on indefinite furlough. A very 
large proportion of them were women. 
Among these a few typical cases may be 
cited. ., 

A wife with a salary of $1,440 was 
assisting her husband, whose salary is 
limited, in sending his son by a former 
marriage to college and in supporting his 


aged mother. 


Another wife was working to help her 
husband support their three children and 
relatives who are out of employment, as 
well as to buy a home. ot husband’s 
salary is $1,650. | 

Another wife whose cena was em- 
ployed part time at a very small salary 
was furloughed without the couple being 
given any opportunity for a choice as to 
which one should go. They, also, were 
buying a home. 

Another wife whose husband’s salary 
is limited was helping to support a family 
of two children, one of whom is an in- 
valid, and her widowed mother. 

It is known that couples who had pur- 
chased homes have had to lose them, to- 
gether with their savings thus invested. 

At the Washington Navy Yard forty- » 
seven married men whose wives also work 
for the Government have just been placed 


on indefinite leave of absence without 


pay. As an illustration of the effect of 
these furloughs some typical cases may be 
cited. 

One of them is that of a man who has 
served twenty-seven years and is at the 
top of the efficiency list in his grade. His 
wife has had almost fourteen years of 
service. They have one child, who is a 
cripple, and they also support the wife’s — 
sister. 

Another man who has served thirty 
years is included in the furloughed group, 
and if dismissed would be unable to pass 


the physical examination for reinstate- 


ment, yet he has not reached the age of 
retirement eligibility. The salaries of 
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these men are in no cases high, and many 
of them are past the age where they can 
get other employment. 

(5) That the singling out of married 
persons for separation from the service 
does not promote economy and does not 
operate to spread employment. This law 
makes a criterion of employment the fact 


of whether or not the employee is married © 


to another employee, rather than whether 
he or she is efficient and qualified for the 
work to be performed, thus tending to 
lower the efficiency of the Government 
service b and: increase its cost. In its ap- 


plication employees who stood at: the very 
top of their grade in efficiency have been 
dismissed while the most inefficient in 


their line of work have been retained. 


(6) That the law discourages marriage 
and encourages separations and divorces. 
At least twenty women who would be 
affected by this law have come in to the 
headquarters of the National Woman’s 
Party and declared their intention to get 
a limited divorce. It is known that many 
have postponed marriage. One young girl 


was forced to recall invitations to her: 


wedding because she realized that it 
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would be impossible to live happily on 
the small salary of her husband-to-be. 
Numbers of couples have taken up sepa- 
rate domiciles in the hope of retaining 
their positions, but unless this legislation 
is repealed they will be dismissed or 
forced into permanent separation, as in 
the application of the law only actual 
divorces have been recognized. Also per- 
sons who were legally separated for other 
reasons are being refused employment al- 
though they were especially well qualified 
for the positions to which it was Goutred 
to appoint them. 


Club Leader Pleads for Equal Rights 


trict of Columbia Federation of 
Women’s Clubs at the headquar- 
ters of the General Federation, 1734 N 
street, Washington, D. C., where the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Federation has been 
privileged to meet this winter, Mrs. An- 
drew Stewart read the following address: 
The purpose of the Division of Indus- 
try under the Department of Public Wel- 
fare is to study the problems of industry. 
Mrs. Clarence Fraim, chairman of this 
division in the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, in her introduction for 
study says: | 
“The future by whatever plan we may 
adopt must follow the call of the old pio- 
neer spirit in which American woman- 
hood played its equal part with man.” 
It is undoubtedly true that questions 
relating to industry must be settled with 
regard to capacity and fitness for the job 
sought, and not rest on the basis of either 
sex or marriage. 
We as American citizens have held for 


A T THE regular meeting of the Dis- 


a long time that life, liberty and the pur- 


suit of happiness are unalienable rights 
of all our citizens. We are only too well 
aware that the right and opportunity to 
work are today the very basis of life it- 
self, as well as of happiness. 

Over ten million women are gainfully 
employed today outside of their homes. 
These women, generally speaking, are em- 
ployed for the same reason that men are 
employed, namely, on account of economic 
necessity. Women have dependents just 
as men have. Women have decrepit par- 
ents, helpless brothers and sisters, chil- 
dren to educate and homes to pay for. 
Women seek jobs for the same reason men 
do, either on account of the pinch of 
necessity or the urge of self-expression. 
It is more difficult for women to secure 
and hold jobs than it for men because of 
custom and because of certain laws in 
every State which are aimed to protect 
women, but which in reality work to their 
disadvantage. 


Women did not go into industry in any 


large numbers until after the Civil War. 
At first they were lured into the mills in 
the early days by inducements of dormi- 


Paper Read by Mrs. Andrew Stewart of | 
the Division of Industry of the Depart- 
ment of Public Welfare of the District of 
Columbia Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
Monday, November 28, 1932. 


tories, matrons, classes and a life adver- 
tised as safe and attractive. Later when 
the labor market became crowded it was 
suddenly decided that it was bad for the 
health and morals of women i work in 
factories. 


The first labor restriction applying to 


women only in the United States was 


passed in Ohio in 1852, providing that 
any person who compelled a woman to 
work more than 10 hours a day in a 
manufacturing establishment or workshop 


_ should be fined. This law was repealed in 


1879. Labor legislation for women only 
has been on the increase ever since then. 
The greatest number of such statutes have 
been passed during the last forty years. 
- Today there are 27 States having occu- 
pations closed to women. The State of 
Ohio has closed more occupations to wom- 
en than any other State, 24 being the pro- 


hibited number. There are 16 States hav- . 


ing laws which forbid women from work- 
ing at night. There are 9 States and the 
District of Columbia with an 8-hour law 
for women in industry, but 43 States have 
laws that limit the hours that women 
may work in certain occupations. Eight 


States have minimum wage laws for 


women. But in view of the United 
States Supreme Court decision holding 
the District of Columbia Minimum Wage 
Law unconstitutional, the minimum wage 
laws in the States are falling as they 
are attacked. These eight States now 
operating have not been attacked since 
the Supreme Court decision in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia case. Furthermore, 
married women in almost one-half of the 
States are under legal disabilities limit- 
ing their power to contract or to carry 
on a business. 

When women were first employed in 
industry they worked under unsanitary 
conditions and for long hours. For that 
matter men worked too under frightful 
conditions at that time. Men organized 


™ 


14th Amendment, that 


and bargained for better wages. Women 


unfortunately did not organize in large 


numbers and special legislation for them 
was obtained on the advice and with the 
aid of social service workers and men’s 
labor organizations. These special labor 
laws for women only, noble in their pur- 
pose, were of benefit during the transition 
period. But women are in industry now 
to stay and protective legislation should 
now be for persons in industry and not 
for one sex alone. In the days when wom- 
en were finding their way into industry 
and business they were not considered as 
permanent workers. Today conditions 
have radically changed. Women are a 
permanent factor in our economic life. 
They have come into industry to stay. All 
workers should have a shorter work day 
and should work under —_ and sanitary 
conditions. 

Men’s hours of labor are now deter- 
mined by the labor unions. They have a 
basic day, whereas women have a statu- 
tory day. The man’s day can have over- 
time with pay. The woman’s day can 
have little, if any, overtime, and if she 
works overtime, in most instances, her 
employer is fined. 

It is claimed that it will be impossible 
to pass laws limiting the hours of labor 
of men. It is said that laws governing 
the working hours of men would infringe | 
the rights granted citizens under the 
: “No State shall 
make or enforce any law which shall 
abridge the privileges or immunities of 
citizens.” It is interesting to note that a 


few days ago at the meeting of the Ameri- 


ca Federation of Labor a strong senti- 
ment was expressed to work for a consti- 
tutional amendment creating a five-day 
week and a six-hour day for all workers. 
Restrictive State laws limiting the 
hours of work of men and women come 
under the police power of a State, the 
power given to States to protect public 
health and morals. Whether a law is 


held to be constitutional or unconstitu- 


tional hinges upon the social attitude of 
the judges, and the social attitude of the 
judges hinges upon the attitude of society. 
In two instances, in Illinois (Ritchie v. 
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People, 155 Ill. 98, 1895) an 8-hour law for 
women only, and in New York (People v. 
Williams, 189 N. Y. 131, 1907) a no-night- 
work-law for women only were held to be 
unconstitutional because they interfered 
with the right of a person to contract. 
Later on in subsequent decisions an op- 
posite view was taken showing the differ- 
ent interpretations of the courts. More- 
over, the 10-hour law in Oregon for per- 
sons in mills, factories and manufactur- 
ing establishments was held to be consti- 
tutional by the Supreme Court in 1916 
(Bunting v. Oregon). This case involved 
the case of a man and was upheld. Mis- 


sissippi and Georgia have 10-hour laws for 


all persons, men and women alike, in 
manufacturing industries. Pight-hour 


laws for persons, men and women alike > 


in certain specific occupations, are found 
in over thirty States. All this goes to 
show that in the future laws for the wel- 


fare of both sexes can be passed under 


the police power of the State. 

In the economic depression through 
which we are passing women have been 
the first always to feel the greatest hard- 
ships. 
greatest sufferers. 


These are the problems in industry 


Married women have been the 


Equal Rights 


which we as women, face today. The 
tendency to discriminate against women 


is a hang-over from the past. There 
is not a single State in the Union today 
where all the laws apply — to men 
and women alike. | 

. It is the opinion of the members of the 
Division of Industry of the District of 
Columbia Federation of Women’s Clubs 
that the only way to safeguard women’s 
rights in industry is to secure the passage 
of the proposed Equal Rights Amendment 
to the Constitution, which would require © 


_ that all industrial legislation in the States 


be the same for men and women. se 


_ News from the Field: 


California ae Joins Federation 


T the membership meeting of the Busi- 


ness Women’s Legislative Council 
of California, held November 19, the coun- 
cil unanimously voted to join the Califor- 
nia Federation of Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Clubs, which in turn is 
to join the National Federation of Busi- 


ness and Professional eens. Clubs, ) 


J anuary, 1933. 
The conclusion for such action on ‘the 
part of the council was based upon’ ~ 
four following reasons: 

First, the California Federation of 
Business and Professional Women’s Clubs 
has endorsed the proposed Equal Rights 


Amendment to the Constitution™of the .. 


United States and the 
tion to the World Court. | 

Second, the Business Women’s 
tive Council has gathered valuable infor- 
ation during the past three years which 
will be of agsistance in furthering the 
cause of legal Equal Rights for men and 
wmen, and should be at the disposal of a 


State organization that is nationally and 
internationally affiliated. 

Third, this is a critical time in the 
business life of wage-earning women. The 
Economy Act, which contains a clause 
aimed at married women in Government 
service, is endangering the jobs of all 


women, especially those in higher paid 
positions. 


The effect of the passing of 
this Economy Act by Congress has spread 
to California. This coming month, De- 
cember, the National Woman’s Party will 
again take up the fight to have deleted 
from the Economy Act the clause relating 
to married “persons.” All organizations 
of business and professional women 


-should_take up this campaign against. the 


married “persons” clause in the Economy 
Ast, 


Fourth, this is year when 


business women of California must work | 


together in watching and opposing bills 
presented at the State Legislature, Sacra- 
mento, that have for their purpose dis- 
crimination against women wage earners. 


once. 


A facsimile of the Christmas Card that will announce to your 
friend your gift of a subscription for Hqual Rights. Order at | 
Chree subscriptions for the price of tto. 


| Throughout all the coming year you fill | 


May the enjoyment of each nef issue 
bring te your mind fresh thoughts 
of my lasting good fishes. 
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Georgia Clubs Endorse Reservation 


AURA BERRIEN, treasurer of the 
National Woman’s Party, who has 


| just paid a visit to her home State of 


Georgia, has received word from Mrs. 
Lewis B, Godbee of the Vidalia, Georgia, 
Woman's Club, to the effect that the 
Vidalia Woman’s Club presented the 
following resolution to the Federated 
Clubs of the First Congressional District 
of Georgia at their regular session at 
Metter, Georgia, November 4, 1932, which 
was duly passed: 

-Wuereas American women have joined 
with the women of the world in demand- 
ing from the League of Nations the sub- 


-nission*of a coavention based on equality, 


and 

the rights of American wom. 
en and the American standard of equality 
will be endangered if the code of law to be 
established for the court to apply has 


injustice as its cornerstone; therefore be it 


Resolved, That the Federated Clubs of 
the First Congressional District of the 
State of Georgia call upon their repre- 
sentatives in Congress to refuse to adhere 
to the World Court except upon condition 
that the code of law to be administered 
by the Court shall not contain inequalities 
based on sex; be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution 
be sent to each of our Senators and to 
= Congressmen. 


Government Workers to 
“HE Business and Professional Coun- 
cil of the Maryland Branch of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party is planning to hold 
a Sunday afternoon tea on December 18 | 
at the Hamilton Street Club for the pur- 
pose of organizing a Government Workers’ 
Committee in Maryland. oo 
At the close of the formal session a 

Christmas entertainment will be held. 
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